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SEA I AR I + FU N SEA ART FESTIVAL
The Sea Art Festival was started in 1987 as a part of the pre-Olympics cultural events of the 1988 Seoul

Olympics. It continued every year with the aim of providing a distinctive outdoor exhibition using
the spaces of Haeundae Beach and Gwangalli Beach to hold events from 1987 to 1996. The Sea Art
Festival has grown into an independent and specialized exhibition of local art that reflects the natural
environment and conditions of the region.

From 2000 to 2010, the Sea Art Festival was merged into a part of the Busan Biennale. It was
D A D A E Po B E AC H separated from the biennale in 2011 and became an independent festival held every odd year on the
beach in Busan in order to transform the Sea Art Festival into unique cultural brand.
The Sea Art Festival 2017 will be held from September 16th to October 15th at Dadaepo Beach

o 9 l 6 — 1 o l 5 in Busan where the Sea Art Festival 2015 took place. In 2015, the exhibition was highly acclaimed by
) ) highlighting the western part of Busan which has not attracted attention from public with its distinctive
style regarded as oceanic art festival. The Busan Biennale Organizing Committee officially entered into
a system of preparing for the exhibition to promote it as the best natural environmental art festival.
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g VENUE 5 ~ =g Ao|ct, _'EI" O|tH HiCtO|=X|= "OtEZE(art zone) 2t "HE(fun zone) 0| 2tH| o2
CiohzZsl =88 Dadaepo Beach, Busan o AZAECEMN 0| BE QASE 8V E0{F0{, HiCH 32HS S 2 SICHALS| Q| Crkst FThst AlZHH
A= ARTISTIC DIRECTOR o ‘AHE|Z(Spectacle) 2 QESIC, 0| ZHE2 29| AMHH 4f ZolM MEA 2HE0{X|= E stLtel
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170 428! 428 42 artworks of 42 artists(teams) from 11 countries
74 COMPOSITION ARS LUDENS: SEA+ART+FUN
HA| stz 2 03 SCiEAL Exhibition, Academic Program, Event Program Does art need to be serious and difficult all the time? Or is art simply for pleasure?
ol HOST The Sea Art Festival 2017 with the title of ‘ars ludens’ will be held for a month,
AL Busan Metropolitan City from September 16th to October 15th. Under the slogan that “art also should be fun’,
(AL =2 5] Busan Biennale Organizing Committee this exhibition will present various playful art works. Borrowing Johan Huizinga’s
=3 SUPPORT term ‘homo ludens’ that characterizes one aspect of human nature, which is
TS AR Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism playfulness, The Sea Art Festival this year highlights the quality of art works as a
0|C|o| =¥ MEDIA PARTNER jovial atmosphere of entertainment for everyone. Particularly, the vast sandy beach
BAUAEHAL THE BUSANILBO and the extensive horizon of the sea will reenact contemporary spectacles with the
IHAE The Kookje Daily News art works on the sea shore.
BAESHEE Busan Munhwa Broadcasting Corp. The Sea Art Festival has moved its exhibition site from various beaches
KBSEAHEES KBS Busan such as Songdo Beach, Haeundae Beach, and Gwangalli Beach. Now at Dadaepo
EKNN KNN Beach, the Festival tries to contain the character of local culture of the west part of
Frame Korea Frame Korea Busan, as well as to visualize symbolically the diffusion of human culture from the

east to the west throughout history. This sort of culture and art puts the emphasis
on a point that they should be what breathe with us in our daily lives and embrace
the nature around us, beyond the western modern concept of art generated in

a specific place and time for certain people only. In this point of view, the place

has acquired significance as being a closer one to get access for both locals

and tourists who visit Busan, due to the opening of the extended subway line at
‘Dadaepo station’ last spring. Therefore, the exhibition site on the wide seashore wiill
become friendly and fun for all those people. The ‘ars ludens’ of the Sea Art Festival
2017 attempts to reflect the intent that art should fulfill all these requirements.

To be both artistic and fun, art works should be able to draw a connection
among the people around the exhibition site. Sea is where life begins, the place
that excites humanity’s exploration, and maintains the longing of people, who meet
and exchange their respective cultures from diverse regions. Biologically, the sea
bears the most fundamental units of living organisms, and has become an infinite
treasure of life for the evolving entities of the earth. The sea is still challenging
for the inspired spirit who longs for exploration, and seashore is the platform of
departure. The Korean legend of ‘Mangbuseok,” a symbol of longing, tells us a
story of a faithful wife who stood on a seashore cliff to look at the sea where her
husband left out and become a stone after a long period of time. In the meantime,
when people return from the sea, they used to have imported new cultures.

It stimulates our imagination to the utmost for us to think of what kind of the
place the Dadaepo Beach would become, and of how arts will embodly it. In this
Sea Art Festival, moreover, the ‘art zone’ and fun zone’ are intertwined with each
other in one place, which will conduct various and extensive visual ‘Spectacles’ of
contemporary society on the seashore. The exhibition site for the two is planned
to be another ‘Simulacre’ among our actual lives. Visitors will encounter deeper
‘Sensations’ at the Sea Art Festival 2017, with art and fun!
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